




Preface 
 

he Canon of Scripture that we call the Holy Bible 
makes known a Creator, the one true God, who 

brought the temporal universe and all that it contains 
(including us) into existence ‘out of nothing’. 
 

he revelations in Scripture tell us that he is holy, 
righteous, truthful and faithful – and that he 

requires his ‘children’ to want to be like their ‘Father’. 
Sadly, although Scripture says that Mankind was 
made to be in the image and likeness of God, it took 
very little for us to disobey our Maker and fall from 
grace into spiritual (and physical) death. 
 

umanity as a species is arrogantly prideful, 
rebellious and unrepentant – indeed, it’s obvious 

just how much we really love our ‘sin’! So God’s 
accurate assessment of homo sapiens can be read in 
Jeremiah and Romans, namely, ‘The heart is deceitful 
above all things and desperately wicked; who can know 
it?’ and, ‘For since the creation of the world his invisible 
attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, 
although they knew God, they did not glorify him as 
God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their 
thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.’ 
 

he intention here in this volume is to try to remind 
us how very small we are, and how very great is 

the God of Scripture - who chooses to exist in the three 
relational ‘persons’ of Father, Son and Spirit. 
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ll nations before him are as nothing, and they are 
counted by him less than nothing and worthless. To 
whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will 
you compare to him? 
 

ave you not known? Have you not heard? Has it 
not been told you from the beginning? Have you 

not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is 
he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its 
inhabitants are like grasshoppers, who stretches out the 
heavens like a curtain, and spreads them out like a tent 
to dwell in. 
 

e brings the princes to nothing; he makes the 
judges of the earth useless. Scarcely shall they be 

planted, scarcely shall they be sown, scarcely shall their 
stock take root in the earth, when he will also blow on 
them, and they will wither, and the whirlwind will take 
them away like stubble. "To whom then will you liken 
me, or to whom shall I be equal?" says the Holy One. 
 

ift up your eyes on high, and see who has created 
these things, who brings out their host by number; 

he calls them all by name, by the greatness of his might 
and the strength of his power; not one is missing. 
 

hy do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel: "My 
way is hidden from the LORD, and my just claim 

is passed over by my God"? Have you not known? 
Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the LORD, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is 
weary. His understanding is unsearchable. 

Isaiah, chapter 40 
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am the LORD, and there is no other; there is no God 
besides me. I will gird you, though you have not known 
me, that they may know from the rising of the sun to its 
setting that there is none besides me. I am the LORD, 
and there is no other; I form the light and create 
darkness, I make peace and create calamity; I, the 
LORD, do all these things.’ 
 

ain down, you heavens, from above, and let the 
skies pour down righteousness; let the earth open, 

let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness 
spring up together. I, the LORD, have created it. 
 

oe to him who strives with his Maker! Let the 
potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth! 

Shall the clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are you 
making?’ Or shall your handiwork say, ‘He has no 
hands’? Woe to him who says to his father, ‘What are 
you begetting?’ Or to the woman, ‘What have you 
brought forth?’" 
 

hus says the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and 
his Maker: "Ask me of things to come concerning 

my sons; and concerning the work of my hands, you 
command me. I have made the earth, and created man 
on it. I —my hands — stretched out the heavens, and all 
their host I have commanded. 
 

have raised him up in righteousness, and I will 
direct all his ways; he shall build my city and let 

my exiles go free, not for price nor reward," says the 
LORD of hosts. 

Isaiah, chapter 45 
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isten, O coastlands, to me, and take heed, you peoples 
from afar! The LORD has called me [Messiah, Christ] 
from the womb; from the matrix of my mother he has 
made mention of my name. And he has made my 
mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he 
has hidden me, and made me a polished shaft; in his 
quiver he has hidden me. 
 

nd now the LORD says, who formed me from the 
womb to be his Servant, to bring Jacob back to 

him, so that Israel is gathered to him (for I shall be 
glorious in the eyes of the LORD, and my God shall be 
my strength), indeed he says, ‘It is too small a thing that 
you should be my Servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will 
also give you as a light to the Gentiles, that you should 
be my salvation to the ends of the earth.’" 
 

hus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, their 
Holy One, to him whom man despises, to him 

whom the nation abhors, to the Servant of rulers: "Kings 
shall see and arise, Princes also shall worship, because 
of the LORD who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel; 
and he has chosen you." 
 

hus says the LORD: "In an acceptable time I 
have heard you, and in the day of salvation I 

have helped you; I will preserve you and give you as a 
covenant to the people, to restore the earth, to cause 
them to inherit the desolate heritages; that you may say 
to the prisoners, ‘Go forth,’ to those who are in darkness, 
‘Show yourselves.’"  

Isaiah, chapter 49 
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n the beginning God created the heavens and the earth 
[out of nothing]. The earth was without form, and void 
[of life]; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there 
was light. And God saw the light, that it was good; and 
God divided the light from the darkness. God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. So the 
evening and the morning were the first day. Then God 
said, "Let there be a firmament in the midst of the 
waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters." 
And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening 
and the morning were the second day. 
 

hen God said, "Let the waters under the heavens 
be gathered together into one place, and let the 

dry land appear"; and it was so. And God called the 
dry land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters 
he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then 
God said, "Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that 
yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit according 
to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth"; and it 
was so. And God saw that it was good. So the evening 
and the morning were the third day. 
 

hen God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament 
of the heavens to divide the day from the night; 

and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days 
and years; and let them be for lights in the firmament of 
the heavens to give light on the earth"; and it was so. 
Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule 
the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He made 
the stars also. God set them in the firmament of the 
heavens to give light on the earth, 
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and to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
divide the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good. So the evening and the morning were the 
fourth day. 
 

hen God said, "Let the waters abound with an 
abundance of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the face of the firmament of the 
heavens." So God created great sea creatures and 
every living thing that moves, with which the waters 
abounded, according to their kind, and every winged 
bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
multiply on the earth." So the evening and the morning 
were the fifth day. 
 

hen God said, "Let the earth bring forth the living 
creature according to its kind: cattle and creeping 

thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind"; 
and it was so. Then God said, "Let us make man in our 
image, according to our likeness; let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth." So God created 
man in his own image; in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them. Then God 
blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and 
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and 
over every living thing that moves on the earth." Then 
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed it 
was very good. So the evening and the morning were 
the sixth day. 

Genesis, chapter 1 
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here were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? 
Tell me, if you have understanding. Who determined its 
measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched the 
line upon it? To what were its foundations fastened? 
Or who laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars 
sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
 

r who shut in the sea with doors, when it burst 
forth and issued from the womb; when I made the 

clouds its garment, and thick darkness its swaddling 
band; when I fixed my limit for it, and set bars and 
doors; when I said, ‘This far you may come, but no 
farther, and here your proud waves must stop!’ 
 

ave you commanded the morning since your days 
began, and caused the dawn to know its place, 

that it might take hold of the ends of the earth, and the 
wicked be shaken out of it? Have the gates of death 
been revealed to you? Or have you seen the doors of 
the shadow of death? 
 

here is the way to the dwelling of light? And 
darkness, where is its place, that you may take it 

to its territory, that you may know the paths to its 
home? Do you know it, because you were born then, or 
because the number of your days is great? Do you 
know the ordinances of the heavens? Can you set their 
dominion over the earth? Can you lift up your voice to 
the clouds, that an abundance of water may cover you? 
Can you send out lightnings, that they may go, and say 
to you, ‘Here we are!’? 
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ho has put wisdom in the mind? Or who has given 
understanding to the heart? Would you indeed 

annul my judgement? Would you condemn me that you 
may be justified? Have you an arm like God? Or can 
you thunder with a voice like his? Then adorn yourself 
with majesty and splendour, and array yourself with 
glory and beauty. 
 

isperse the rage of your wrath; look on everyone 
who is proud, and humble him. Look on everyone 

who is proud, and bring him low; tread down the 
wicked in their place. Hide them in the dust together, 
bind their faces in hidden darkness. 
 

ook now at the behemoth, which I made along 
with you; he eats grass like an ox. See now, his 

strength is in his hips, and his power is in his stomach 
muscles. He moves his tail like a cedar; the sinews of 
his thighs are tightly knit. His bones are like beams of 
bronze, his ribs like bars of iron. 
 

hen Job answered the LORD and said: "I know 
that you can do everything, and that no purpose 

of yours can be withheld from you. You asked, ‘Who is 
this who hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I 
have uttered what I did not understand, things too 
wonderful for me, which I did not know. Listen, please, 
and let me speak; you said, ‘I will question you, and 
you shall answer me.’ I have heard of you by the 
hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you. Therefore 
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." 

Job, chapters 38 - 42 

WWW  

DDD  

LLL  

TTT  



 
 



 
hen the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually. So the LORD 
said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the 
face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing 
and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made 
them." But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 
And God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come 
before me, for the earth is filled with violence through 
them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 
Make yourself an ark of gopher-wood; make rooms in 
the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. And 
behold, I myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, 
to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the 
breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die. 
But I will establish my covenant with you; and you 
shall go into the ark—you, your sons, your wife, and 
your sons’ wives with you. And of every living thing of 
all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to 
keep them alive with you; they shall be male and 
female. So Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ 
wives, went into the ark because of the waters of the 
flood. And it came to pass after seven days that the 
waters of the flood were on the earth. 
 

n the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the 
second month, the seventeenth day of the month, 

on that day all the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 
And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty 
nights. The waters prevailed and greatly increased on 
the earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of 
the waters. 
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he waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the 
mountains were covered. And all flesh died that 

moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every 
man. And the waters prevailed on the earth one 
hundred and fifty days. 
 

hen God remembered Noah, and every living 
thing, and all the animals that were with him in 

the ark. And God made a wind to pass over the earth, 
and the waters subsided. The fountains of the deep and 
the windows of heaven were also stopped, and the rain 
from heaven was restrained. So it came to pass, at the 
end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the 
ark which he had made. 
 

nd it came to pass in the six hundred and first 
year, in the first month, the first day of the month, 

that the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah 
removed the covering of the ark and looked, and indeed 
the surface of the ground was dry. And in the second 
month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the 
earth was dried. 
 

hen God spoke to Noah, saying, "Go out of the 
ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your 

sons’ wives with you. Bring out with you every living 
thing of all flesh that is with you: birds and cattle and 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that 
they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and 
multiply on the earth."  

Genesis, chapters 6 - 8 
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hen the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and 
consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them 
wash their clothes. And let them be ready for the third 
day. For on the third day the LORD will come down 
upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. And 
God spoke all these words, saying: "You shall have no 
other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a 
carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is 
in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to 
them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children to the third and fourth generations of those who 
hate me, but showing mercy to thousands, to those who 
love me and keep my commandments. You shall not 
take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the 
LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in 
vain. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
 

onour your father and your mother, that your days 
may be long upon the land which the LORD your 

God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not 
commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear 
false witness against your neighbour. You shall not 
covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbour’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female 
servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is 
your neighbour’s." Then the LORD said to Moses, 
"Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘You have 
seen that I have talked with you from heaven. You shall 
not make anything to be with me—gods of silver or gods 
of gold you shall not make for yourselves.‘"  

Exodus, chapters 10 & 20 
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hy do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers 
take counsel together, against the LORD and against 
his Anointed, saying, "Let us break their bonds in pieces 
and cast away their cords from us." He who sits in the 
heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall hold them in 
derision. Then he shall speak to them in his wrath, and 
distress them in his deep displeasure: "Yet I have set 
my King on my holy hill of Zion." 
 

will declare the decree: The LORD has said to me, 
‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you. Ask 

of me, and I will give you the nations for your 
inheritance, and the ends of the earth for your 
possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron; 
you shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’" 
Now therefore, be wise, O kings; be instructed, you 
judges of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, 
and you perish in the way, when his wrath is kindled 
but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in 
him. 
 

LORD, our Lord, how excellent is your name in all 
the earth, who have set your glory above the 

heavens! Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants 
you have ordained strength, because of your enemies, 
that you may silence the enemy and the avenger. When 
I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which you have ordained, what is 
man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man 
that you visit him?  

Psalms, 2 & 8 
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n the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting 
on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of his robe 
filled the temple. Above it stood seraphim; each one had 
six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he 
covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
 

nd one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy 
is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his 

glory!" And the posts of the door were shaken by the 
voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled 
with smoke. 
 

o I said: "Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst 

of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the 
King, the LORD of hosts." 
 

hen one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his 
hand a live coal which he had taken with the 

tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth with it, 
and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; your 
iniquity is taken away, and your sin purged." 
 

lso I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I said, 

"Here am I! Send me." And he said, "Go, and tell this 
people: ‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep 
on seeing, but do not perceive.’ Make the heart of this 
people dull, and their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; 
lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, and return and be 
healed."  

Isaiah,. Chapter 6 
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he people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of 
death, upon them a light has shined. For unto us a child 
is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will 
be upon his shoulder. and his name will be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father 
[or Father of Eternity] , Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of his government and peace there will be no end, upon 
the throne of David and over his kingdom, to order it 
and establish it with judgement and justice from that 
time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will perform this. 

Isaiah,, chapter 9 
 
watched till thrones were put in place, and the Ancient 
of Days was seated; his garment was white as snow, 
and the hair of his head was like pure wool. His throne 
was a fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire; a fiery 
stream issued and came forth from before him. A 
thousand thousands ministered to him; ten thousand 
times ten thousand stood before him. The court was 
seated, and the books were opened. 
 

was watching in the night visions, and behold, one 
like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of 

heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they 
brought him near before him. Then to him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed"  

Daniel,, chapter 7 
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he heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament 
shows his handiwork. Day unto day utters speech, and 
night unto night reveals knowledge. There is no speech 
nor language where their voice is not heard. Their line 
has gone out through all the earth, and their words to 
the end of the world. In them he has set a tabernacle 
for the sun, which is like a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber, and rejoices like a strong man to run its race. 
Its rising is from one end of heaven, and its circuit to 
the other end; and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
 

he law of the LORD is perfect, converting the 
soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making 

wise the simple; the statutes of the LORD are right, 
rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is 
pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LORD is 
clean, enduring forever; the judgements of the LORD 
are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired 
are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold; sweeter 
also than honey and the honeycomb. 
 

oreover by them your servant is warned, and in 
keeping them there is great reward. Who can 

understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults. 
Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
let them not have dominion over me. Then I shall be 
blameless, and I shall be innocent of great 
transgression. 
 

et the words of my mouth and the meditation of 
my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, 

my strength and my Redeemer. 
Psalms 19 
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ll Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 

be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 
charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at his 

appearing and his kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready 
in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, 
with all longsuffering and teaching. 
 

or the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine, but according to their own desires, because 

they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves 
teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the 
truth, and be turned aside to fables. 
 

 
ow I am no longer in the world, but these are in the 
world, and I come to you. Holy Father, keep through 
your name those whom you have given me, that they 

may be one as we are. While I was with them in the 
world, I kept them in your name. Those whom you gave 
me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son 
of perdition [Judas Iscariot], that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled. 
 

ut now I come to you, and these things I speak in the 
world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in 

themselves. I have given them your word; and the world 
has hated them because they are not of the world, just 
as I am not of the world. 
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do not pray that you should take them out of the 
world, but that you should keep them from the evil 

one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the 
world. Sanctify them by your truth. Your word is truth." 
 

 
hen Jesus cried out and said, "He who believes in me, 
believes not in me but in him who sent me. And he 
who sees me sees him who sent me. I have come as 

a light into the world, that whoever believes in me 
should not abide in darkness. 
 

nd if anyone hears my words and does not believe, 
I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the 

world but to save the world. He who rejects me, and 
does not receive my words, has that which judges him—
the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last 
day." 

 
 
Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know 

the way?" 

esus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If 
you had known me, you would have known my 

Father also; and from now on you know him and have 
seen him." 
 

hilip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is 
sufficient for us." Jesus said to him, "Have I been with 

you so long, and yet you have not known me, Philip? 
He who has seen me has seen the Father; so how can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’?" 
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ord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you 
had formed the earth and the world, even from 
everlasting to everlasting, you are God. You turn man to 
destruction, and say, "Return, O children of men." 
 

or a thousand years in your sight are like 
yesterday when it is past, and like a watch in the 

night. You carry them away like a flood; they are like a 
sleep. In the morning they are like grass which grows 
up: In the morning it flourishes and grows up; in the 
evening it is cut down and withers. 
 

or we have been consumed by your anger, and by 
your wrath we are terrified. You have set our 

iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your 
countenance. For all our days have passed away in 
your wrath; we finish our years like a sigh. Who knows 
the power of your anger? For as the fear of you, so is 
your wrath. So teach us to number our days, that we 
may gain a heart of wisdom. 
 

eturn, O LORD! How long? And have compassion 
on your servants. Make us glad according to the 

days in which you have afflicted us, the years in which 
we have seen evil. 
 

et your work appear to your servants, and your 
glory to their children. And let the beauty of the 

LORD our God be upon us, and establish the work of 
our hands for us; yes, establish the work of our hands. 

Psalms 90 
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h, sing to the LORD a new song! Sing to the LORD, all 
the earth. Sing to the LORD, bless his name; proclaim 
the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, his wonders 
among all peoples. 
 

or the LORD is great and greatly to be praised; he 
is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of 

the peoples are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 
Honour and majesty are before him; strength and 
beauty are in his sanctuary. 
 

ive to the LORD, O families of the peoples, give to 
the LORD glory and strength. Give to the LORD 

the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into 
his courts. 
 

h, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness! 
Tremble before him, all the earth. Say among the 

nations, "The LORD reigns; the world also is firmly 
established, it shall not be moved; he shall judge the 
peoples righteously." 
 

et the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let 
the sea roar, and all its fullness; let the field be 

joyful, and all that is in it. Then all the trees of the 
woods will rejoice before the LORD. 
 

or he is coming, for he is coming to judge the earth. 
He shall judge the world with righteousness, and 

the peoples with his truth.  
Psalms 96 
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he LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in mercy. He will not always strive with us, 
nor will he keep his anger forever. He has not dealt with 
us according to our sins, nor punished us according to 
our iniquities. 
 

or as the heavens are high above the earth, so 
great is his mercy toward those who fear him; as 

far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed 
our transgressions from us. As a father pities his 
children, so the LORD pities those who fear him. For he 
knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. As 
for man, his days are like grass; as a flower of the field, 
so he flourishes. For the wind passes over it, and it is 
gone, and its place remembers it no more. 
 

ut the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to 
everlasting on those who fear him, and his 

righteousness to children’s children, to such as keep his 
covenant, and to those who remember his 
commandments to do them. The LORD has established 
his throne in heaven, and his kingdom rules over all. 
 

less the LORD, you his angels, who excel in 
strength, who do his word, heeding the voice of his 

word. 
 

less the LORD, all you his hosts, you ministers of 
his, who do his pleasure. 

 
less the LORD, all his works, in all places of his 
dominion. Bless the LORD, O my soul!  

Psalms 103 
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less the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, you are 
very great: you are clothed with honour and majesty, 
who cover yourself with light as with a garment, who 
stretch out the heavens like a curtain. He lays the 
beams of his upper chambers in the waters, who makes 
the clouds his chariot, who walks on the wings of the 
wind, who makes his angels spirits, his ministers a 
flame of fire. You who laid the foundations of the earth, 
so that it should not be moved forever, 
 

ou covered it with the deep as with a garment; the 
waters stood above the mountains. At your rebuke 

they fled; at the voice of your thunder they hastened 
away. You have set a boundary that they may not pass 
over, that they may not return to cover the earth. 
 

LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom 
you have made them all. The earth is full of your 

possessions—this great and wide sea, in which are 
innumerable teeming things, living things both small and 
great. There the ships sail about; there is that Leviathan 
which you have made to play there. These all wait for 
you, that you may give them their food in due season. 
What you give them they gather in; you open your 
hand, they are filled with good. You hide your face, they 
are troubled; you take away their breath, they die and 
return to their dust. 
 

ou send forth your Spirit, they are created; and 
you renew the face of the earth. May the glory of 

the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in his 
works.  

Psalms 104 
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LORD, you have searched me and known me. You 
know my sitting down and my rising up; you 
understand my thought afar off. You comprehend my 
path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all 
my ways. 
 

here can I go from your Spirit? Or where can I 
flee from your presence? If I ascend into heaven, 

you are there; if I make my bed in hell, behold, you are 
there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in 
the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your hand 
shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. If I 
say, "Surely the darkness shall fall on me," even the 
night shall be light about me; indeed, the darkness shall 
not hide from you, but the night shines as the day; the 
darkness and the light are both alike to you. 
 

or you formed my inward parts; you covered me in 
my mother’s womb. My frame was not hidden 

from you, when I was made in secret, and skilfully 
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw 
my substance, being yet unformed. And in your book 
they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when 
as yet there were none of them. 
 

ow precious also are your thoughts to me, O God! 
How great is the sum of them! If I should count 

them, they would be more in number than the sand; 
when I awake, I am still with you. Search me, O God, 
and know my heart; try me, and know my anxieties; 
and see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting.  

Psalms 139 
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hus says the LORD: "Heaven is my throne, and earth is 
my footstool. Where is the house that you will build 
me? And where is the place of my rest? For all those 
things my hand has made, and all those things exist," 
says the LORD. "But on this one will I look: on him who 
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at my 
word. So will I choose their delusions, because, when I 
called, no one answered, when I spoke they did not 
hear; but they did evil before my eyes, and chose that 
in which I do not delight." 
 

or by fire and by his sword the LORD will judge 
all flesh; and the slain of the LORD shall be many. 

 
nd I will sanctify my great name, which has been 
profaned among the nations, which you [Israel] 

have profaned in their midst; and the nations shall know 
that I am the LORD," says the Lord GOD, "when I am 
hallowed in you before their eyes. For I will take you 
from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, 
and bring you into your own land. 
 

hen I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you 
shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your 

filthiness and from all your idols. I will give you a new 
heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the 
heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of 
flesh. I will put my Spirit within you and cause you to 
walk in my statutes, and you will keep my judgements 
and do them. Then you shall dwell in the land that I 
gave to your fathers; you shall be my people, and I will 
be your God."  

Isaiah, chapter 66 & Ezekiel, chapter 36 
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ll the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the 
heavens shall be rolled up like a scroll; all their host 
shall fall down as the leaf falls from the vine, and as 
fruit falling from a fig tree. For it is the day of the 
LORD’S vengeance, the year of recompense for the 
cause of Zion. 
 

he wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for 
them, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as 

the rose; it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, even 
with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be 
given to it, the excellence of Carmel and Sharon. They 
shall see the glory of the LORD, the excellency of our 
God. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and 
the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then the lame 
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb sing. 
The parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
land springs of water; in the habitation of jackals, where 
each lay, there shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 
 

highway shall be there, and a road, and it shall be 
called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean shall 

not pass over it, but it shall be for others. Whoever 
walks the road, although a fool, shall not go astray. No 
lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast go up 
on it; it shall not be found there. 
 

ut the redeemed shall walk there, and the 
ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to 

Zion with singing, with everlasting joy on their heads. 
They shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.  

Isaiah, chapters 34 & 35 
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nd John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent 
them to Jesus, saying, "Are you the Coming One, 
or do we look for another?" When the men had 

come to him, they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to 
you, saying, ‘Are you the Coming One, or do we look 
for another?’" And that very hour he cured many of 
infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind 
he gave sight. 
 

esus answered and said to them, "Go and tell John 
the things you have seen and heard: that the blind 

see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel 
preached to them. And blessed is he who is not 
offended because of me." 
 

hen the messengers of John had departed, he began 
to speak to the multitudes concerning John: "What 

did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken by the wind? But what did you go out to see? 
A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. 
This is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send my 
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way 
before you.’" 

 
ow when he was asked by the Pharisees when 
the kingdom of God would come, he answered 
them and said, "The kingdom of God does not 

come with observation; nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or 
‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within 
you."  

Luke, chapters  7 & 17 
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he earth is the LORD’S, and all its fullness, the world 
and those who dwell therein. For he has founded it 
upon the seas, and established it upon the waters. Lift 
up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you 
everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and 
mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, 
O you gates! Lift up, you everlasting doors! And the 
King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? 
The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. 
 

y the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 
and all the host of them by the breath of his 

mouth. He gathers the waters of the sea together as a 
heap; he lays up the deep in storehouses. Let all the 
earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world 
stand in awe of him. For he spoke, and it was done; he 
commanded, and it stood fast. 
 

he LORD brings the counsel of the nations to 
nothing; he makes the plans of the peoples of no 

effect. The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the 
plans of his heart to all generations. Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the LORD, the people he has 
chosen as his own inheritance. 
 

he LORD looks from heaven; he sees all the sons 
of men. From the place of his dwelling he looks on 

all the inhabitants of the earth; he fashions their hearts 
individually; he considers all their works. Our soul waits 
for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. Let your 
mercy, O LORD, be upon us, just as we hope in you.  

Psalms 24 & 33 
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LORD, I have heard your speech and was afraid; O 
LORD, revive your work in the midst of the years! In 
the midst of the years make it known; in wrath 
remember mercy. God came from Teman, the Holy One 
from Mount Paran. His glory covered the heavens, and 
the earth was full of his praise. His brightness was like 
the light; he had rays flashing from his hand, and there 
his power was hidden. He stood and measured the 
earth; he looked and startled the nations. And the 
everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills 
bowed. His ways are everlasting. 
 

he mountains saw you and trembled; the 
overflowing of the water passed by. The deep 

uttered its voice, and lifted its hands on high. The sun 
and moon stood still in their habitation; at the light of 
your arrows they went, at the shining of your glittering 
spear. You marched through the land in indignation; you 
trampled the nations in anger. You went forth for the 
salvation of your people, for salvation with your 
Anointed. You struck the head from the house of the 
wicked, by laying bare from foundation to neck. You 
thrust through with his own arrows the head of his 
villages. They came out like a whirlwind to scatter me; 
their rejoicing was like feasting on the poor in secret. 
You walked through the sea with your horses, through 
the heap of great waters. 
 

hen I heard, my body trembled; my lips quivered 
at the voice; rottenness entered my bones; and I 

trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of 
trouble. 

Habakkuk, chapter 3 
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o the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and 
every man fled to his tent. There was a very great 
slaughter, and there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot 
soldiers. Also the ark of God was captured; and the two 
sons of Eli [the high priest], Hophni and Phinehas, died. 
Then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it 
from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 
 

hen the Philistines took the ark of God, they 
brought it into the temple of Dagon [the god they 

worshipped] and set it by Dagon. And when the people 
of Ashdod arose early in the morning, there was Dagon, 
fallen on its face to the earth before the ark of the 
LORD. So they took Dagon and set it in its place again. 
 

nd when they arose early the next morning, there 
was Dagon, fallen on its face to the ground before 

the ark of the LORD. The head of Dagon and both the 
palms of its hands were broken off on the threshold; 
only Dagon’s torso was left of it. Therefore neither the 
priests of Dagon nor any who come into Dagon’s house 
tread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this day. 
 

ut the hand of the LORD was heavy on the people 
of Ashdod, and he ravaged them and struck them 

with tumours, both Ashdod and its territory. And when 
the men of Ashdod saw how it was, they said, "The ark 
of the God of Israel must not remain with us, for his 
hand is harsh toward us and Dagon our god." Therefore 
they sent and gathered to themselves all the lords of the 
Philistines, and said, "What shall we do with the ark of 
the God of Israel?" 
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nd they answered, "Let the ark of the God of Israel 
be carried away to Gath." So they carried the ark 

of the God of Israel away. So it was, after they had 
carried it away, that the hand of the LORD was against 
the city with a very great destruction; and he struck the 
men of the city, both small and great, and tumours 
broke out on them. Therefore they sent the ark of God 
to Ekron. So it was, as the ark of God came to Ekron, 
that the Ekronites cried out, saying, "They have brought 
the ark of the God of Israel to us, to kill us and our 
people!" So they sent and gathered together all the lords 
of the Philistines, and said, "Send away the ark of the 
God of Israel, and let it go back to its own place, so that 
it does not kill us and our people." For there was a 
deadly destruction throughout all the city; the hand of 
God was very heavy there. And the men who did not 
die were stricken with the tumours, and the cry of the 
city went up to heaven. 
 

nd the Philistines called for the priests and the 
diviners, saying, "What shall we do with the ark of 

the LORD? Tell us how we should send it to its place." 
So they said, "If you send away the ark of the God of 
Israel, do not send it empty; but by all means return it 
to him with a trespass offering.” Then they said, "What 
is the trespass offering which we shall return to him?" 
They answered, "Five golden tumours and five golden 
rats, according to the number of the lords of the 
Philistines. For the same plague was on all of you and 
on your lords. And you shall give glory to the God of 
Israel; perhaps he will lighten his hand from you, from 
your gods, and from your land"  

I Samuel, chapters 5 & 6 
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o the LORD God said to the serpent [Satan]: "Because 
you have done this [persuaded Adam and Eve to 
disobey God, believe a lie, and bring sin and death into 
the world], you are cursed more than all cattle, and 
more than every beast of the field; on your belly you 
shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. 
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your seed and her Seed; he shall bruise your 
head [destroy you], and you shall bruise his heel." 
 
hen the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second 
time out of heaven, and said: "By myself I have sworn, 
says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and 
have not withheld your son, your only son — blessing I 
will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your 
descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand 
which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall 
possess the gate of their enemies. In your Seed all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have 
obeyed my voice."  

Genesis, chapters 3 & 22 
 
hen God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you 
shall not call her name Sarai [my princess], but Sarah 
[princess] shall be her name. And I will bless her and 
also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and 
she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall 
be from her." Then Abraham fell on his face and 
laughed, and said in his heart, "Shall a child be born to 
a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, 
who is ninety years old, bear a child?" 

Genesis, chapter 17 
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hen the LORD appeared to him by the terebinth trees of 
Mamre, as he was sitting in the tent door in the heat of 
the day. So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and 
said, "Quickly, make ready three measures of fine meal; 
knead it and make cakes." And Abraham ran to the 
herd, took a tender and good calf, gave it to a young 
man, and he hastened to prepare it. Then they said to 
him, "Where is Sarah your wife?" So he said, "Here, in 
the tent." And he said, "I will certainly return to you 
according to the time of life, and behold, Sarah your 
wife shall have a son." (Sarah was listening in the tent 
door which was behind him.) Now Abraham and Sarah 
were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had passed 
the age of childbearing. Therefore Sarah laughed within 
herself, saying, "After I have grown old, shall I have 
pleasure, my lord being old also?" And the LORD said 
to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I 
surely bear a child, since I am old?’ Is anything too 
hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return 
to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall 
have a son." 

Genesis, chapter 18 
 

hrist has redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
having become a curse for us (for it is written, 
"Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"), that 

the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles 
in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit through faith. Now to Abraham and his Seed 
were the promises made. He [God] does not say, "And 
to seeds," as of many, but as of one, "And to your 
Seed," who is Christ. For if the inheritance is of the law, 
it is no longer of promise; but God gave it to Abraham 
by promise.  

              Galatians, chapter 3 
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ow therefore, thus shall you say to my servant David, 
‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: "I took you from the 
sheepfold, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my 
people Israel. And I have been with you wherever you 
have gone, and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you, and have made you a name like the name 
of the great men who are on the earth. 
 

nd it shall be, when your days are fulfilled, when 
you must go to be with your fathers, that I will set 

up your seed after you, who will be of your sons; and I 
will establish his kingdom. He [Solomon] shall build me 
a house, and I will establish his throne forever. I will be 
his Father, and he shall be my son; and I will not take 
my mercy away from him, as I took it from him who 
was before you. And I will establish him in my house 
and in my kingdom forever; and his throne shall be 
established forever."‘" 
 

hen King David went in and sat before the LORD; 
and he said: "Who am I, O LORD God? And 

what is my house, that you have brought me this far? 
O LORD, for your servant’s sake, and according to your 
own heart, you have done all this greatness, in making 
known all these great things. O LORD, there is none like 
you, nor is there any God besides you, according to all 
that we have heard with our ears. For you have made 
your people Israel your very own people forever; and 
you, LORD, have become their God. And now, O 
LORD, the word which you have spoken concerning 
your servant and concerning his house, let it be 
established forever, and do as you have said. 
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o let it be established, that your name may be 
magnified forever, saying, ‘The LORD of hosts, the 

God of Israel, is Israel’s God.’ And let the house of your 
servant David be established before you. And now, 
LORD, you are God, and have promised this goodness 
to your servant. Now you have been pleased to bless 
the house of your servant, that it may continue before 
you forever; for you have blessed it, O LORD, and it 
shall be blessed forever."  

              I Chronicles, chapter 17 
 
ow these are the last words of David. Thus says David 
the son of Jesse; thus says the man raised up on high, 
the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet 
psalmist of Israel: "The Spirit of the LORD spoke by 
me, and his word was on my tongue. The God of Israel 
said, the Rock of Israel spoke to me: ‘He who rules over 
men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. And he shall 
be like the light of the morning when the sun rises, a 
morning without clouds, like the tender grass springing 
out of the earth, by clear shining after rain.’ 
 

lthough my house is not so with God, yet he has 
made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in 

all things and secure. For this is all my salvation and all 
my desire; will he not make it increase? But the sons of 
rebellion shall all be as thorns thrust away, because 
they cannot be taken with hands. But the man who 
touches them must be armed with iron and the shaft of 
a spear, and they shall be utterly burned with fire in 
their place."  

              II Samuel, chapter 23 
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he LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; 
my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my shield 
and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I will call 
upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; so shall I 
be saved from my enemies. 
 

he pangs of death surrounded me, and the floods 
of ungodliness made me afraid. The sorrows of 

Sheol surrounded me; the snares of death confronted 
me. In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried 
out to my God; he heard my voice from his temple, and 
my cry came before him, even to his ears. Then the 
earth shook and trembled; the foundations of the hills 
also quaked and were shaken, because he was angry. 
Smoke went up from his nostrils, and devouring fire 
from his mouth; coals were kindled by it. He bowed the 
heavens also, and came down with darkness under his 
feet. And he rode upon a cherub, and flew; he flew 
upon the wings of the wind. 
 

e made darkness his secret place; his canopy 
around him was dark waters and thick clouds of 

the skies. From the brightness before him, his thick 
clouds passed with hailstones and coals of fire. The 
LORD thundered from heaven, and the Most High 
uttered his voice, hailstones and coals of fire. He sent 
out his arrows and scattered the foe, lightnings in 
abundance, and he vanquished them. Then the channels 
of the sea were seen, the foundations of the world were 
uncovered at your rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the 
breath of your nostrils. 
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e sent from above, he took me; he drew me out of 
many waters. He delivered me from my strong 

enemy, from those who hated me, for they were too 
strong for me. They confronted me in the day of my 
calamity, but the LORD was my support. For who is 
God, except the LORD? And who is a rock, except our 
God? It is God who arms me with strength, and makes 
my way perfect. He makes my feet like the feet of deer, 
and sets me on my high places. He teaches my hands 
to make war, so that my arms can bend a bow of 
bronze. 
 

ou have also given me the shield of your salvation; 
your right hand has held me up, your gentleness 

has made me great. You enlarged my path under me, so 
my feet did not slip. I have pursued my enemies and 
overtaken them; neither did I turn back again till they 
were destroyed. I have wounded them, so that they 
could not rise; they have fallen under my feet. For you 
have armed me with strength for the battle; you have 
subdued under me those who rose up against me.  

              Psalms 18 
 
emember now your Creator in the days of your youth, 
before the difficult days come, and the years draw near 
when you say, "I have no pleasure in them." Remember 
your Creator before the silver cord is loosed, or the 
golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher shattered at the 
fountain, or the wheel broken at the well. Then the dust 
will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will 
return to God who gave it. Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is man’s all. For God will bring 
every work into judgement, including every secret thing, 
whether good or evil.  

                Ecclesiastes, chapter 12     
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ow it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth 
month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was among 
the captives by the River Chebar, that the heavens were 
opened and I saw visions of God. 
 

hen I looked, and behold, a whirlwind was coming 
out of the north, a great cloud with raging fire 

engulfing itself; and brightness was all around it and 
radiating out of its midst like the colour of amber, out of 
the midst of the fire. Also from within it came the 
likeness of four living creatures. And this was their 
appearance: they had the likeness of a man. Each one 
had four faces, and each one had four wings. Their legs 
were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the 
soles of calves’ feet. They sparkled like the colour of 
burnished bronze. 
 

he hands of a man were under their wings on 
their four sides; and each of the four had faces 

and wings. Their wings touched one another. The 
creatures did not turn when they went, but each one 
went straight forward. As for the likeness of their faces, 
each had the face of a man; each of the four had the 
face of a lion on the right side, each of the four had the 
face of an ox on the left side, and each of the four had 
the face of an eagle. Thus were their faces. 
 

heir wings stretched upward; two wings of each 
one touched one another, and two covered their 

bodies. And each one went straight forward; they went 
wherever the spirit wanted to go, and they did not turn 
when they went. 
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s for the likeness of the living creatures, their 
appearance was like burning coals of fire, like the 

appearance of torches going back and forth among the 
living creatures. The fire was bright, and out of the fire 
went lightning. And the living creatures ran back and 
forth, in appearance like a flash of lightning. 
 

ow as I looked at the living creatures, behold, a 
wheel was on the earth beside each living creature 

with its four faces. The appearance of the wheels and 
their workings was like the colour of beryl, and all four 
had the same likeness. The appearance of their 
workings was, as it were, a wheel in the middle of a 
wheel. 
 

hen they moved, they went toward any one of 
four directions; they did not turn aside when they 

went. As for their rims, they were so high they were 
awesome; and their rims were full of eyes, all around 
the four of them. When the living creatures went, the 
wheels went beside them; and when the living creatures 
were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. 
Wherever the spirit wanted to go, they went, because 
there the spirit went; and the wheels were lifted together 
with them, for the spirit of the living creatures was in 
the wheels. When those went, these went; when those 
stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from 
the earth, the wheels were lifted up together with them, 
for the spirit of the living creatures was  in the wheels. 
 

he likeness of the firmament above the heads of 
the living creatures was like the colour of an 

awesome crystal, stretched out over their heads. 
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nd under the firmament their wings spread out 
straight, one toward another. Each one had two 

which covered one side, and each one had two which 
covered the other side of the body. 
 

hen they went, I heard the noise of their wings, 
like the noise of many waters, like the voice of the 

Almighty, a tumult like the noise of an army; and when 
they stood still, they let down their wings. 
 

voice came from above the firmament that was 
over their heads; whenever they stood, they let 

down their wings. And above the firmament over their 
heads was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like a 
sapphire stone; on the likeness of the throne was a 
likeness with the appearance of a man high above it. 
  

lso from the appearance of his waist and upward I 
saw, as it were, the colour of amber with the 

appearance of fire all around within it; and from the 
appearance of his waist and downward I saw, as it 
were, the appearance of fire with brightness all around. 
 

ike the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a 
rainy day, so was the appearance of the 

brightness all around it. This was the appearance of the 
likeness of the glory of the LORD. So when I saw it, I 
fell on my face, and I heard a voice of one speaking.  

              Ezekiel, chapter 1 
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ear not [Israel], for I am with you; I will bring your 
descendants from the east, and gather you from the 
west; I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ And to the 
south, ‘Do not keep them back!’ Bring my sons from 
afar, and my daughters from the ends of the earth — 
everyone who is called by my name, whom I have 
created for my glory; I have formed him, yes, I have 
made him. You are my witnesses," says the LORD, 
"and my servant whom I have chosen, that you may 
know and believe me, and understand that I am he. 
Before me there was no God formed, nor shall there be 
after me. I, even I, am the LORD, and besides me there 
is no saviour. I have declared and saved, I have 
proclaimed, and there was no foreign god among you; 
therefore you are my witnesses," says the LORD, "that 
I am God. Indeed before the day was, I am he; and 
there is no one who can deliver out of my hand; I work, 
and who will reverse it?" 
 

hus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy 
One of Israel: "For your sake I will send to 

Babylon, and bring them all down as fugitives — the 
Chaldeans, who rejoice in their ships. I am the LORD, 
your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King." 
 

hus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea 
and a path through the mighty waters, who brings 

forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power 
(they shall lie down together, they shall not rise; they 
are extinguished, they are quenched like a wick): "Do 
not remember the former things, nor consider the things 
of old. 
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ehold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring 
forth; shall you not know it? I will even make a 

road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The 
beast of the field will honour me, the jackals and the 
ostriches, because I give waters in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my 
chosen. This people I have formed for myself; they shall 
declare my praise. 
 

hus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his 
Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: ‘I am the First and 

I am the Last; besides me there is no God. And who 
can proclaim as I do? Then let him declare it and set it 
in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people. 
And the things that are coming and shall come, let them 
show these to them. Do not fear, nor be afraid; have I 
not told you from that time, and declared it? You are 
my witnesses. Is there a God besides me? Indeed there 
is no other Rock; I know not one.’" 

              Isaiah, chapters 43 & 44 
 
isten, O coastlands, to me, and take heed, you peoples 
from afar! The LORD has called me from the womb; 
from the matrix of my mother he has made mention of 
my name. And now the LORD says, who formed me 
from the womb to be his Servant, to bring Jacob back to 
him, so that Israel is gathered to him, indeed he says, ‘It 
is too small a thing that you should be my Servant to 
raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved 
ones of Israel; I will also give you as a light to the 
Gentiles, that you should be my salvation to the ends of 
the earth.’" 

              Isaiah, chapter 49 
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isten to me, my people; and give ear to me, O my 
nation: for law will proceed from me, and I will make 
my justice rest as a light of the peoples. My 
righteousness is near, my salvation has gone forth, and 
my arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands will wait 
upon me, and on my arm they will trust. 
 

ift up your eyes to the heavens, and look on the 
earth beneath. For the heavens will vanish away 

like smoke, the earth will grow old like a garment, and 
those who dwell in it will die in like manner; but my 
salvation will be forever, and my righteousness will not 
be abolished. 
 

isten to me, you who know righteousness, you 
people in whose heart is my law: do not fear the 

reproach of men, nor be afraid of their insults. For the 
moth will eat them up like a garment, and the worm will 
eat them like wool; but my righteousness will be forever, 
and my salvation from generation to generation."  

              Isaiah, chapter 51 
 
ehold, my Servant shall deal prudently; he shall be 
exalted and extolled and be very high. Just as many 
were astonished at you, so his visage was marred more 
than any man, and his form more than the sons of men; 
so shall he sprinkle many nations. 
 

ho has believed our report? And to whom has the 
arm of the LORD been revealed? For he shall 

grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out 
of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; and when 
we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire 
him. 
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e is despised and rejected by men, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as 

it were, our faces from him; he was despised, and we 
did not esteem him. Surely he has borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, 
smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement for our peace was upon him, and by his 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and 
the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 

e was oppressed and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the 

slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 
so he opened not his mouth. He was taken from prison 
and from judgement, and who will declare his 
generation? For He was cut off from the land of the 
living; for the transgressions of my people he was 
stricken. Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he has 
put him to grief. When you make his soul an offering 
for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, 
and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
He shall see the labour of his soul, and be satisfied. 
 

y his knowledge my righteous Servant shall justify 
many, for he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I 

will divide him a portion with the great, and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out 
his soul unto death, and he was numbered with the 
transgressors, and he bore the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors.  

              Isaiah, chapter 53 
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ehold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the 
way before me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will 
suddenly come to his temple, even the Messenger of 
the covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, he is 
coming," says the LORD of hosts. "But who can endure 
the day of his coming? And who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
launderer’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and a purifier 
of silver; he will purify the sons of Levi, [the priestly 
tribe of Israel] and purge them as gold and silver, that 
they may offer to the LORD an offering in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
will be pleasant to the LORD, as in the days of old, as 
in former years. 
 

nd I will come near you for judgement; I will be a 
swift witness against sorcerers, against adulterers, 

against perjurers, against those who exploit wage 
earners and widows and orphans, and against those 
who turn away an alien — because they do not fear 
me," says the LORD of hosts. "For I am the LORD, I 
do not change; therefore you are not consumed, O sons 
of Jacob. Yet from the days of your fathers you have 
gone away from my ordinances and have not kept 
them. Return to me, and I will return to you," says the 
LORD of hosts. "But you said, ‘In what way shall we 
return?’ 
 

or behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, 
and all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be 

stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them 
up," says the LORD of hosts, "that will leave them 
neither root nor branch." 

Malachi, chapters 3 & 4 
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reserve me, O God, for in you I put my trust. O my 
soul, you have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, 
my goodness is nothing apart from you." As for the 
saints who are on the earth, "They are the excellent 
ones, in whom is all my delight." Their sorrows shall be 
multiplied who hasten after another god; their drink 
offerings of blood I will not offer, nor take up their 
names on my lips. O LORD, you are the portion of my 
inheritance and my cup; you maintain my lot. 
 

he lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; yes, 
I have a good inheritance. I will bless the LORD 

who has given me counsel; my heart also instructs me 
in the night seasons. I have set the LORD always 
before me; because he is at my right hand I shall not be 
moved. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory 
rejoices; my flesh also will rest in hope. 
 

or you will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will you 
allow your Holy One to see corruption. You will 

show me the path of life; in your presence is fullness of 
joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  

Psalms 16 
 
en of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, 
and signs which God did through him in your midst, 

as you yourselves also know—him, being delivered by 
the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you 
have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to 
death; whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of 
death, because it was not possible that he should be 
held by it. 

continued - 
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